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has an instinct for a neat method of solving a problem, and
so on. But such uses of the word are extremely loose. In-
stinctive modes of behaviour are certainly those which are
innate and have not to be learned, which are independent
of schooling and individual experience. We might say that
an instinct is an innate or inherited mode of behaviour. For
example, in a dangerous situation we instinctively seek safety, *
and we might therefore talk of the instinct of escape. The
chief objection to such a mode of definition is simply that the
behaviour does not always take place. It would be better,
since we have the power of inhibiting the behaviour itself, to
define an instinct as an innate impulse toward a certain mode
of behaviour, thus, in our example the instinct would be the
impulse to run away. Such a definition would emphasize
the hormic aspect of instinct. But it is equally possible and
desirable to emphasize its mnemic aspect, and to define it in
terms of mental structure, saying that an instinct is an in-
herited or innate cngram-complex or disposition, which
determines its possessor to behave in certain specific ways in
relation to certain specific objects. If we keep the word
"instinct* for the structure itself, thus emphasizing its per-
manent place in our mental make-up, we can talk of instinc-
tive modes of behaviour and instinctive impulses to describe
the other facts brought forward.
A simple example will make this clear. I am alone in a field j
turning round, I see a bull approaching me, and I run as fast
as possible to the nearest gate. The instinct is the innate dis*
position that lies behind my behaviour; the impulse to run is
the instinctive impulse, and the actual running is the instinc-
tive behaviour.
{ It is clearly a matter of urgent importance for the educator
to know precisely what the human instincts are, since they
must be the ultimate data of all problems of education-; .'An
appeal to authority is by no means decisive, for psychologists
are still discussing which modes of behaviour are instinctive
and which are not. Some put forward one or two instincts
only, while others find as many as forty- A little thought, how-
ever, may enable us to explain this somewhat discouraging lack